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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

1. Recognition Across Europe 

 

The civil engineering profession across Europe has undergone significant and rapid changes in the 

past decades that have increased the body of knowledge required for the profession, including new 

areas such as environment, sustainable management, health, safety, energy, planning, operation, etc. 

 

These changes have created an environment in which professional civil engineers are required to 

possess greater breadth of understanding, together with increased specialized technical competence, 

greater than that required to previous generations. 

 

These changes have prompted debates about the adequacy of civil engineering study, and whether 

courses should be lengthened. Many countries have increased the period of academic study required 

for their professional civil engineers, as a consequence of the Lisbon Declaration and other 

initiatives around the world.   

 

Civil engineering professionals are frequently assigned to international projects and can be expected 

to work abroad, wherever their expertise is needed. This is especially relevant for Europe, with its 

open borders policy encouraging free circulation of licensed civil engineering professionals.  

 

As a reference, in 2009, the following numbers were identified by ECCE members as Civil 

Engineers applying to work (or to get a degree) in their countries, from abroad: 

 

- ICE (UK) - 450 applications (47 from EU under the Directive); 

- Montenegro – 263 applications; 

- Cyprus - 100 applications; 
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- Lithuania - 75 applications; 

- Spain – 40 applications; 

- Italy – 35 applications; 

- Finland – 20 applications; 

- Czech - 21 settled persons, 16 visiting persons; 

- Hungary – more than 10 applications; 

- Portugal – 10 applications; 

- Turkey – 9 applications; 

- Estonia – a few applications; 

- Malta – 1 application; 

- Romania – not known (around 400 foreign civil engineers are working in Romania); 

- Slovenia – not known; 

- France – not known; 

- Ireland – not known; 

- Serbia – not known; 

- Bulgaria – not known. 

 

 

This leads to a number passing 1000 civil engineers that “crossed the borders” in 2009. 

 

 

2. Professional Regulation 

 

The civil engineering profession (or some acts of civil engineering) is regulated in some European 

countries (typically the southern and eastern European countries) and not in others.  

 

In “regulated” countries, a professional civil engineer must be recognized and registered with a 

Competent Authority (association or ministry) to practice or undertake some designated acts. In 

non-regulated countries, any person may practice as a civil engineer.   

 

To complicate matters further, some “un-regulated” countries have protected titles for their 

professional engineers (or for some engineering acts), and these are treated, for the purposes of the 

application of the European Directive, as regulated, becoming the country as “partial-regulated”.  
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Difficulties about recognition typically arise with the migration of professional civil engineers from 

non-regulated to regulated countries.   

 

Presently a civil engineer to act as such needs to have a previous permission or a recognition from a 

national entity in the following ECCE countries: Scotland (Structural Engineers Register), 

Slovenia, Spain, Portugal, Estonia, Hungary, Malta, Montenegro, Italy, Cyprus, Turkey, 

Serbia, Lithuania, Bulgaria, Romania (partially). 

 

A civil engineer do not need to have such a previous permission or a recognition in the following 

ECEE countries: England, Wales, Czech, Ireland, Finland (in general), France (a professional 

insurance is needed). 

 

 

3. The European Directive 

 

Professional civil engineers may require formal professional recognition in the host country in order 

to practice and/or perform certain civil engineering acts, according to each country's professional 

regulations. Rules for professional recognition were defined in the European Directive 2005/36/EC 

aiming “to promote the free movement of professionals, while ensuring an adequate level of 

qualification” 

 

Presently the following ECCE members are already applying the Directive of Professional 

Recognition: UK, Slovenia, Spain, Portugal, Estonia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Malta, Italy, 

Ireland, Cyprus, Romania, Serbia, Lithuania, Finland, Bulgaria, Turkey (partially). The 

directive is not being applied by: France, Northern Area of Cyprus and Montenegro. 

 

 

4. Recognition Procedures 

 

To try to clarify the recognition procedures that are implemented across Europe, ECCE and its 

Standing Committee on Professional Recognition, promoted an inquiry whose results are presented 

in the following pages.  
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For each country the necessary procedures and documentation are presented as well as the 

institutions that take care of this matter. 

 

As the concept of civil engineer has several views, it is also presented the results of the inquiry with 

the several types of civil engineers that exist in each country and their professional differences and 

academic education. 
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II. PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 

 

 

BULGARIA 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Bulgaria are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Chamber of Engineers in the Investment Design (CEID). 

Next step: Evaluation of the dossier by CEID registration commission. 

Next step: Decision  - Award of Certificate of design capacity or a proposal to adaptation   

measures. 

Final recognition by: Chamber of Engineers in the Investment Design (CEID). 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Chamber of Engineers in the Investment Design (CEID). 

Web address: www.kiip.bg. 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 

- Other documents: 

1. certified copies of certificates and proof of professional experience  

2. copy of identity document  

http://www.kiip.bg/
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3. permission for long or permanent stay in Bulgaria according to the Law on Residency for 

EU Citizens and Law for the foreigners in the Republic Bulgaria (art. 24, 24a, 25, 25a)  

4. a clean certificate file issued by relevant authorities of the applicant's state, which is not 

older than 3 months  

5. a payment proof the administrative fee 

- Other requirements: The applicant shall have knowledge on professional terminology and 

Bulgarian legislation concerning the investment design. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Number of university years:  

-5 years for full legal design capacity;  

- 3 or 4 years for limited legal design capacity 

 

a) limited legal design capacity - developing investment designs for the sites of 5 and 6 category 

(acc. To the Law of Territory Planning) 

b) full legal design capacity - developing work designs and details for sites of all categories. 

 

CEID keeps and updates registers of the persons with full design legal capacity and of persons with 

limited design legal capacity, which are published annually in the State newspaper (DV). 

 

- Minimum years of professional activity:   

Master degree (5 years) - 2 years professional experience - for full legal design capacity 

Bachelor degree - 4 years professional experience - for limited legal design capacity 

 

Engineers with Bachelor degree could not obtain certificate for full legal design capacity 
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CYPRUS  

 

A. Area under control of the Cyprus Government 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Cyprus are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to:  ETEK (Technical Chamber of Cyprus). 

Next step: Examination by Civil Engineering registration subcommittee. 

Next step: Examination by the ETEK Registration Committee. 

Final recognition by:  ETEK Administrative Council. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: ETEK . 

Web address: www.etek.org.cy. 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 

- Other documents: copy of Passport. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 4 years. 

- Minimum years of professional activity: 1 year. 
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B. Northern Area of Cyprus  

 

1.1 Description 

It does not matter where does the student graduate from. The situations are as follows:  

a) If he/she is a Turkish Cypriot then he will have the rights to be responsible for the design 

of a building in the Northern Area of Cyprus.  

b) On the other hand any student graduated from either the Universities of the Northern 

Area of Cyprus or from any other country have no rights to design any building if he is not a 

Turkish Cypriot.  

c) However, special cases can arise if there is no authorized person in the Northern Area of 

Cyprus who is eligible to deal with the design of the considered building. In such cases the 

engineers should make an application to Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Civil Engineers for a 

temporary membership to the chamber. 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: The Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Civil Engineers. 

Final recognition by: The Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Civil Engineers. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name:  Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Civil Engineers. 

Web address:   http://www.ktimo.com/ 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 

- Other documents: Purpose of application and the reason for designing the project. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 3 years. 

- Minimum years of professional activity: As many years that give him/her the professionalism for 

the design of the considered building. 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 

 

1.1 Description  

To act as engineer in the Czech Republic it is not necessary to have permission from a local 

authority, but to have a title, as national engineer, it can be obtained with the following steps: 

  

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: application with attachments. 

Next step: decision of commission. 

Next step: invitation for a personal interview (only settled person). 

Final recognition by: promise, edition certificate and stamp. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Czech Chamber of Chartered Engineers and Technicians Engaged in Construction 

Web address: ckait@ckait.cz  

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original (or certified document) academic diploma. 

- Registration in homeland professional association. 

- Other documents: certified copy of passport, copy of insurance contract, criminal records,   

payment of the fee. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 4 years. 

- Minimum years of professional activity: 3 years.

mailto:ckait@ckait.cz
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ESTONIA 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Estonia are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: The Register of Economic Activities (REA) or Estonian Association of Civil 

Engineers EEL. 

Next step: If submitted to EEL, then Registration in Estonian Qualifications Authority (Kutsekoda). 

Final recognition by: The Register of Economic Activities (REA). 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: The Register of Economic Activities (REA). 

Web address: http://mtr.mkm.ee/, http://mtr.mkm.ee/failid/vormid/10_Ehitus_vorm_eng.pdf. 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Number of university years: No minimum. 

- Minimum years of professional activity:  3 years. 
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FINLAND 

 

1.1 Description 

In general, anyone holding a suitable degree can practice civil engineering profession without any 

permission, but acting as a head designer/ structural designer/ special (HVAC, etc.) designer 

requires a relevant professional qualification/certificate.   

 

To be allowed to design certain types of designs (demanding structures, special structures, etc.) one 

has to have a professional qualification for that specific type of structure/ material. Qualification 

requirements are in national Building Code and the qualification/ certificate is granted by FISE, 

which is a national professional qualifications organization.  

 

In order to get the certificate one has to prove both sufficient education/ degree, frequent vocational 

training and work experience. Certificate is valid for 7 years at the time. 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: FISE and relevant national professional association, eg. RIL. 

Next step: FISE examines the proofs delivered (degree diplomas, training course diplomas, CV‟s,). 

Next step: FISE‟s relevant committee makes a proposal to FISE Board for the certification. 

Final recognition by: FISE Board. Certified professional are listed in FISE‟s register. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Klaus Söderlund, Managing Director 

Web address: http://www.fise.fi/ 

 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 
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- Other documents: 

- Extra training courses and post degree vocational training diplomas/ certificates; 

- All other relevant documents, such as proof of degree‟s equivalence to M.Sc. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Number of university years: Master degree. 

- Minimum years of professional activity:  3 years. 



 

16 

 

FRANCE 

 

This country has no recognition / qualification procedures for civil engineers. 
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HUNGARY 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Hungary are the following. 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Budapest and Pest County Chamber of Engineers, 

Final recognition by: Budapest and Pest County Chamber of Engineers 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Budapest and Pest County Chamber of Engineers 

Web address: 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines 

- Other education diplomas (in some cases) 

- Registration in homeland professional association (advisable) 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

According to the regulations, the Budapest and Pest County Chamber of Engineers has to examine, 

whether the diploma is equivalent to the diplomas in Hungary. 
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IRELAND 

 

1.1 Description 

 To act as engineer in Ireland it is not necessary to have permission from a local authority, but 

recognition as national engineer can be obtained with the following steps: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Engineers Ireland. 

Next step: Investigate College / FEANI Register. 

Final recognition by: Engineers Ireland. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Engineers Ireland. 

Web address: www.engineersireland.ie. 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Curriculum Vitae (in certain circumstances - i.e. when applying for Title and not just   

Membership). 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 3 years. 

- Minimum years of professional activity:  NO for Membership; YES for Title - 5/6 years. 

http://www.engineersireland.ie/
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ITALY 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Italy are the following. 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Ministero della Giustizia. 

Next step: Evaluation of the dossier by a Conference of Services formed by representatives of 

the competent Ministries and of the professional Bodies. 

Next step: Award of a direct recognition decree or a decree subject to adaptation measures. 

Final recognition by: Ministero di Giustizia (if no adaptation measures are required); Ministero di 

Giustizia and Consiglio Nazionale degli Ingegneri (if adaptation measures are required). 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Ministero della Giustizia. 

Web address: http://www.giustizia.it/giustizia/it/ 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma (certified copy with legal translation is admitted); 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines (certified copy with legal translation is 

admitted); 

- Other education diplomas (not mandatory but suggested ); 

- Curriculum Vitae (in Italian); 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 

- Other documents (application in Italian): 

a) Study plan certifying the content of the exams, in Italian; the legal translation is useless. 

(document particularly recommended for engineers); 

b) Documentation on the professional experience – compulsory when the profession is not 

regulated in the Member State of origin, strongly recommended in other cases to reduce the 

adaptation measures; 
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c) Details relevant to documents and modalities to submit them are below the form of the 

application on the site of the Ministero at the following page: 

http://www.giustizia.it/resources/cms/documents/Com_europea.rtf 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 5 years for level A (Civil Engineer), 3 years for level B 

(Junior Civil Engineer) 

- Minimum years of professional activity:  

a) NO, if the profession of Civil Engineer is regulated in the Member State of origin and the 

candidate holds the requirements to have access/exercise the profession in that State. 

b) NO, if the candidate holds a regulated education certified by the competent authority of 

the Member State of origin. 

c) 2 years, if coming from a Member State not regulating the profession and not holding a 

regulated education. 

 

 

 

http://www.giustizia.it/resources/cms/documents/Com_europea.rtf
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LITHUANIA 

 

1.1 Description 

 Regulations for foreigners are the same as for national applicants. In addition foreign applicants 

have to submit documents proving their identity. 

 

Attestation of Civil Engineers with university and college education is carried out by 

implementing the Law on construction of the Republic of Lithuania and in accordance with the 

Technical Building Regulation STR 1.02.06:2007. Having obtained the Qualification Certificate of 

the Ministry of Environment building specialists show that they confirm to the qualification 

requirements, confirmed by the Ministry of Environment, and gain the right to manage the basic 

spheres of the construction technical activity in the buildings of special significance. The Minister 

for the Environment has commissioned Construction Products Certification Centre (SPSC) to carry 

out the organizational technical work of attestation (STR 1.02.06:2007, 8p.). This is the only 

institution in Lithuania, which organizes the check and evaluation of legal knowledge of applicants 

and issues Qualification Certificates of the Ministry of Environment. 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Construction Production Certification Centre (SPSC) under the Ministry of 

Environment of Republic of Lithuania 

Next step: SPSC forwards all documents to Commission appointed by Minister of Environment. 

Next step: If all documents satisfy requirements of Regulations, Commission makes decision to 

issue certificate. 

Next step: Commission forwards Decision and minutes of their meeting to SPSC. 

Final recognition by: If the decision of Commission is positive, SPSC includes the name of 

applicant in the Register and prepares for him Certificate 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Construction Production Certification Center 

Web address: http://www.spsc.lt 

 

 

http://www.spsc.lt/
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1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association: if  you are registered , but not   compulsory; 

- Other documents: 

       Professional activities during the last 5 years; 

       Certified copy of passport; 

       Documents certifying continuing development (advisable). 

 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 4 years. 

- Minimum years of professional activity:  3 years. 
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MALTA 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Malta are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to:   Architects Warranting Board . 

Next step: Attend for an interview. 

Next step: Receive confirmation or otherwise from the Warranting Board. 

Final recognition by: The State. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Architects Warranting Board, Ministry of Resources and Rural Affairs 

Web address: www.resources.gov.mt/perwar_brd  

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae (Not necessarily but preferred); 

- Registration in homeland professional association (Not necessarily but preferred); 

- Other documents: Proof that he is registered and allowed to practice the profession in his own   

country. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Minimum number of university years: 5   Years. 

- If the applicant is from another Member State then the qualifications from his home country will 

be taken into account first. If he does not satisfy the minimum requirements similar to those that 

local graduates obtain then he might be asked to undergo further tuition at the local University.  

       

http://www.resources.gov.mt/perwar_brd
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- Others: The title under which a professional can currently practice in Malta is that of „Perit‟ and 

this refers to a professional who is qualified as an Architect and as a Civil Engineer. There is going 

to be a change in this in the near future whereby the Warranting Board will establish „Registers‟ 

under which the „Perit‟ will be able to register under either the register for „Architects‟ or under the 

register of „Civil Engineer‟ or under both.  
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MONTENEGRO 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to become Civil Engineer in Montenegro are the following: 

1. Obtain a licence. 

2. Poses a working permit. 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to:   The Ministry of Spatial Planning and Environmental Protection. 

Final recognition by: The Ministry of Spatial Planning and Environmental Protection. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: The Ministry of Spatial Planning and Environmental Protection. 

Web address: http://www.gov.me/minurpizzs/ 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

a) Documentation required for certification, namely verification of the foreign person‟s license 

(Article 136 of the Law on spatial development and construction of structures/Official Gazette of 

Montenegro 51/08), considering art. 5 and 6 of the  Rulebook on the conditions and manner of 

certification and annulment of the foreign person‟s license certification/Official Gazette of 

Montenegro 68/08): 

1) a certified copy of passport, 

2) a certified copy of certificate of qualification, 

3) a certified copy of the license. 

 

b) If an applicant does not poses a licence issued by the home country, then he/she must enter the 

procedure of of issuing licenses, namely the procedure provided for the citizens of Montenegro (art. 

84 and 107 of the Law on spatial development and construction of structures/Official Gazette of 

Montenegro 51/08, considering art. 7 and 9 of the Rulebook on manner and procedure of issuing 

and revocation of licenses and manner of keeping the registry of licenses/Official Gazette of 

Montenegro 68/08): 

1) a certified copy of passport; 

2) a certified copy of certificate of qualification; 

http://www.gov.me/minurpizzs/
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3) evidence of at least three years of work experience on development, revision, supervision, 

review, or evaluation of technical documentation, namely evidence of at least three years of 

work experience at positions of projecting, constructing, supervising or technical inspection of 

structures; 

4) a certified copy of certificate of professional examination passed; 

5) evidence of a membership with the Chamber. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

      No minimum conditions if he has a license 
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PORTUGAL 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to obtain the title of  “Engenheiro Civil” in Portugal are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Ordem dos Engenheiros 

Final recognition by: Ordem dos Engenheiros 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Margarida Gomes -  Mmgomes@ordemdosengenheiros.pt 

Web address: http://www.ordemengenheiros.pt/ 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Copy of Original academic diploma; 

- Copy of Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Number of university years: theoretical is 4 years but it is difficult with less than 5. 

- Minimum years of professional activity: theoretical is zero but it is strongly recommended to have 

some years of professional activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ordemengenheiros.pt/
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ROMANIA 

 

1.1 Description 

The civil engineering profession as a whole, as well as all other engineering professions, are not 

regulated professions in Romania.  

 

There are, however, several activities within the profession of civil engineer which are regulated 

according to the law 10/1995 for the Quality in Construction and can be practiced only by persons 

authorized by the Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism (former Ministry of Public Work 

and Territorial Planning). These are activities developed by:  

- authorized technical experts in construction  

- authorized checkers in construction  

- authorized technical responsible for construction works.  

 

If a civil engineer graduated and working in a foreign country wants to be responsible for the design 

of a building in Romania he will have to get, as shown above, the academic recognition. Then, 

usually he/she seeks employment in a company, which could be Romanian, foreign or mixed, in 

which case the company will take care of obtaining the work permit. But he/she can try to act as a 

“free lancer” (probably in cooperation with an architect). In either case, a good knowledge of 

Romanian codes and technical rules is mandatory. Also, the design shall be checked by an 

authorized checker, who is a Romanian civil engineer with a valid authorization issued by the 

Ministry of Regional Development and Tourism. When applying for the work permit, through the 

employer, the foreign civil engineer can prove the registration in homeland professional association, 

although this is not compulsory.  

 

At present, there is under preparation the Law for the organization and practice of the profession of 

civil engineer, aimed to make the profession of civil engineer as a regulated profession in Romania. 

According to the draft of the Law, the profession of civil engineer can be exerted by a graduate of 

an accredited program of at least 4-year duration. An “Order of civil engineers” will be established, 

which will administrate a National Register of Civil Engineers of Romania. Only civil engineers 

listed in the National Register will have the right to sign projects.  
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1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

The steps to obtain the title of Civil Engineer are the recognition of University Studies (Academic 

Recognition) through: 

Submit elements to: Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sport  

National Centre for Recognition and Equivalence of Diplomas (Centrul 

National de Recunoastere si Echivalare a Diplomelor - CNRED) 

Final recognition by: Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sport, CNRED. The applicant 

receives an “Recognition atestate” to be used for obtaining the work permit from the Ministry of 

Labour   

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Ministry of Education, Research and Youth – CNRED (Centrul National de Recunoastere si 

Echivalare a Diplomelor) 

Web address: www.cnred.edu.ro  

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Curriculum Vitae. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

No relevance for the recognition of university studies (academic recognition)  

 

http://www.cnred.edu.ro/
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SERBIA 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to obtain the title of  Civil Engineer in Serbia are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Initially: Should receive the award at international competition. 

Next step: Must perform a professional exam. 

Final recognition: License is valid for one year and can be renewed each year. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Serbian Chamber of Engineers 

Web address: www.ingkomora.rs 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Copy of Original academic diploma; 

- Copy of Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association. 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

- Number of university years: 3 years  

- Minimum years of professional activity: 3 years 

 

http://www.ingkomora.rs/
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SLOVENIA 

 

1. Description 

a) Present situation: 

1. Candidate has to obtain the professional qualification at Ministry for Environment and 

Spatial Planning,  

2. After that candidate can register into the Chamber.   

 

b) Situation after 12
th

 July 2010: 

From 12th July 2010 Slovenian Chamber of Engineers will be the responsible formal body to 

impart the professional qualifications. 

 

2. Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

a) Initial necessary documents:  

 proof of citizenship; 

 confirmation from an association or body where the individual is registered in the 

country of origin; 

 proof that the individual has the right in the country of origin to perform the services for 

which he/she is being entered into the register; 

 proof from a company of the acquisition of work experience in the field for which 

authorization is being sought and proof of taking out damage liability insurance in 

accordance with the Slovenian Construction Act (ZGO-1). 

b) Next step: Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning 

c) Final recognition by: Slovenian Chamber of engineers 

 

3. Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Pavli KOC (till 12
th

 July 2010) 

Web address: http://www.mop.gov.si/ (till 12
th

 July 2010) 

 

4. Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Other education diplomas; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 

http://www.mop.gov.si/
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- Other documents: proof of taking out damage liability insurance in accordance with the Slovenian 

Construction Act (ZGO-1)  

 

5. Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

Number of university years: 4 years. 

Minimum years of professional activity:  3 years. 
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SPAIN 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to obtain the title of “Ingeniero de Caminos, Canales y Puertos” in Spain, are the 

following 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Public Works Ministry - Ministerio de Fomento. 

Final recognition by: Public Works Ministry - Ministerio de Fomento. 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: Public Works Ministry - Ministerio de Fomento. 

Web address: www.fomento.es 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association. 

 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

 

Number of university years: 5+ years. 

 

 

 

 



 

34 

 

TURKEY 

 

1.1 Description 

The steps to be Civil Engineer in Turkey are the following: 

 

1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Ministry of Labor ( to obtain a work permit). 

Next step: Submit elements to Union of Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects (TMMOB). 

Next step: Obtain an equivalency certificate from the Higher Education Council (YOK). 

Final recognition by: Temporary registration to TCCE (Turkish Chamber of Civil Engineers). 

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

Name: TCCE (Turkish Chamber of Civil Engineers) 

Web address: www.imo.org.tr 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

- Original academic diploma; 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines; 

- Curriculum Vitae; 

- Registration in homeland professional association; 

- Other documents: Equivalency Certificate given by the Higher Education Council (YOK). 

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

 

There are no minimum conditions for recognition 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

 

1. ICE PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATION 

 

1.1 Description 

As described above, a civil engineer does not need permission or registration to work in the UK.   

However, if they wish to obtain ICE professional qualification they will need to achieve the 

following 3 steps: 

 

1. Proof of the required educational base.  This is decided by ICE on the basis of them holding 

an accredited degree at the required level or by passing an academic assessment of their 

unaccredited qualifications to the same level. 

 

2. Proof of the required professional experience.  There are a number of areas of experience 

which the candidate must prove they have had before they can apply for Professional 

Review.  This is proved either by completion of a formal ICE training agreement, or by 

submission of a career appraisal. 

 

3.  Successful completion of a Professional Review.  This application requires the submission 

of reports and sponsors.  The Review is a face-to-face interview with experienced ICE 

Members in which the candidate must demonstrate that he meets the required standard of 

competence in the 9 attributes for the grade they wish to obtain, followed by a short written 

assignment.    

 

Details of this route and the attributes required are available in ICE 3001A Routes to Membership 

(MICE). 

 

The civil engineer must pay annual subscription fees to ICE to maintain their membership, and to 

the Engineering Council (paid via ICE) to maintain their registration, and must abide by our code of 

conduct. 

  

 

 

http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/document_details.asp?Docu_id=963&faculty=14
http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/document_details.asp?Docu_id=963&faculty=14
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1.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

Submit elements to: Applications are submitted to ICE‟s Exemption and Recognition Panel. 

All information about eligibility and the application process is on our website: 

http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/joining_european.asp    

Next step:  The Panel assesses the application to ensure the candidate has the required academic 

knowledge and that they possess the required attributes for ICE Membership 

Next step: If the candidate has not demonstrated in their application that they meet ICE‟s 

requirements, they will be offered a compensation measure of aptitude test or adaptation period. 

Final recognition by:  ICE and Engineering Council.  When the application is approved or 

compensation measure successfully completed, the candidate is admitted to ICE Membership and 

will be registered with the Engineering Council.  

 

1.3 Contacts for the Recognition / Qualification Entity  

Name:  ICE Exemption and Recognition Panel.  Email erp@ice.org.uk 

Web address: http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/joining_european.asp 

 

1.4 Elements to Submit 

All Member States should only ask for what is allowed under the Directive as prescribed by the 

European Commission Code of Conduct.  This specifies what can be requested and how the 

application process should be managed. It should be ensured that all ECCE members are familiar 

with this document, which can be downloaded from this page: 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/qualifications/general-system_guides_en.htm 

 

- Original academic diploma: No, the code of conduct states that originals cannot be requested.  ICE 

may ask for certified copies and certified translations of the diploma(s). 

- Original academic diploma with disciplines: No, as above, originals cannot be requested.  If the 

diploma is not accredited by FEANI, ICE may ask for the course transcripts to be provided so that 

ICE can confirm if the course meets the requirements. 

- Other education diplomas: YES  if it is second cycle or higher 

- Curriculum Vitae: ICE provides an application form to assist the candidate to submit the 

information ICE needs to assess that the candidate meets the requirements for membership.  A CV 

is not asked to be submitted as a separate document, but details of career history and training are 

requested as part of  the application form. 

http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/joining_european.asp
mailto:erp@ice.org.uk
http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/joining_european.asp
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/qualifications/general-system_guides_en.htm
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- Registration in homeland professional association: Proof of this is requested if the profession is 

regulated in the candidate‟s home Member State, and ICE will also contact the relevant competent 

authority to confirm the candidate‟s registration there. 

 - Other documents:   

1. Certified copy of passport or ID card is required.    

2. Candidates must provide written evidence that they possess the required attributes for ICE 

Membership so that this can be assessed by the Panel.  The application form is designed to help 

them provide this information. 

3. It is optional for the candidate to provide a supporting statement from a senior engineer (who 

can verify and support the evidence they provide about the attributes in the application form)  

4. It is also optional for the candidate to provide a record of their professional development 

activities (it is a requirement for Members to undertake “continuing professional development” 

so they will have to do this once they join ICE).   

 

1.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  

 

Number of university years: ICE do not set a minimum, but there are minimum levels of 

qualification that correspond to the grades of membership available.  These are comparable to the  

required levels of qualification as set out in the Directive in article 11.   

 

Minimum years of professional activity: NO.  There is no minimum number of years, however the 

candidates must be able to demonstrate that they possess the attributes for membership.  A period of 

professional activity is essential to be able to obtain these attributes, but it will depend on the 

candidate‟s career how long it takes them to achieve this. 

 

Others: It is important to emphasise that for both academic qualifications and professional activity, 

ICE assesses the level of the knowledge and experience obtained by the candidate, rather than on 

the length of time it took to achieve them.   

 

 

 

2. SCOTLAND REGISTER 

 

2.1 Description 

http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/document_details.asp?Docu_id=1082&intPage=1&faculty=
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2.2 Steps to Achieve the Recognition / Qualification  

 

2.3 Contacts for the Recognition /Qualification Entity  

 

2.4 Elements to Submit 

 

2.5 Minimum Conditions to be Accepted  
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III. CIVIL ENGINEERING LEVELS 

 

 

 

 

BULGARIA 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:  Designer with limited legal design capacity            

                     

 1.    Number of university years: 

  Master degree (Msc) - 5 years (one stage education)  

  Master degree (Msc) - 5 years (Bsc + 1.5 or 2 second cycle )   

       Other professional/academic requirements: without professional experience 

       Type of entities that offer this level: Universities; Professional qualification - CEID  

 

2.    Number of university years: Bachelor degree (Bsc) - 3 or 4 years;   

       Other professional/academic requirements:  4 years professional experience 

       Type of entities that offer this level: Universities;  Professional qualification - CEID  

 

b) Level:   Designer with full legal design capacity               

                 

    Number of university years:     Master degree (Msc) - 5 years (one stage education)  

         Master degree (Msc) - 5 years (Bsc + 1.5 or 2 sec. cycle)    

    Other professional/academic requirements: 2 years professional experience* 

     Type of entities that offer this level:      Academic qualification – Universities; 

             Professional qualification - CEID  
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* Comments: This level is not awarded to civil engineers directly on graduation - at least two years 

practice experience has to be proved. 

 

c) Level:   Technical inspection experts.               

                

    Number of university years:    Master degree (Msc) - 5 years (one stage education)  

       Master degree (Msc) - 5 years (Bsc + 1.5 or 2 sec. cycle)    

    Other professional/academic requirements:  12 years professional experience* 

    Type of entities that offer this level:        Academic qualification – Universities; 

           Professional qualification - CEID 

 

* Comments: This level is not awarded to civil engineers directly on graduation - at least twelve 

years practice experience has to be proved. 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

There is a national law (Law of Territory Planning ), defining the type (category) of construction 

that could be designed or supervised by the different  levels of civil engineers. 
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CYPRUS  

 

A. Area under control of the Cyprus Government 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Bachelor                                     

Number of university years: 4 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: 1 year professional activity/ practical experience 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

Comments: The academic and professional requirements are the same both for engineers graduating 

in Cyprus and for those graduating abroad. 

 

b) Level: M.Sc.                                   

 Number of university years: 2 years 

 Other professional/academic requirements: Bachelor 

 Type of entities that offer this level: 3 Universities 

 

c) Level: Ph.D.                                    

Number of university years: 3 to 4 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: B.Sc. and M.Sc. 

Type of entities that offer this level: 2 Universities 
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B. Northern Area of Cyprus  

  

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Civil Engineer (Undergraduate)                        

Number of university years: 4 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: 5 Universities  

 

b) Level: Civil Engineer (Graduate)     (MSc.)                                  

Number of university years: min 2 maximum 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: 4 Universities 

 

c) Level: Civil Engineer (Doctorate)     (Dr.)                                                            

Number of university years: 4 minimum years 

Other professional/academic requirements: At least one scientific publication 

Type of entities that offer this level:  1 University 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

There are no professional capacity differences among the above levels. 
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CZECH REPUBLIC 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Engineer                                     

Number of university years: 5,5 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: can be chartered engineer 

Type of entities that offer this level:Universities 

 

b) Level: Bachelor                                    

Number of university years: 4 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: can be chartered engineer 

Type of entities that offer this level:Universities 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

Engineers can have more specializations.  
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ESTONIA 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Master 

 Number of university years: 5 years 

 Type of entities that offer this level:2 TTU - Tallinn University of Technology, EMÜ - Estonian 

University of Life Sciences? 

 

b) Level: Engineering diploma education 

    Number of university years: 4 years 

     Type of entities that offer this level:1 (UAS - University of Applied Sciences) 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

To get the same level of professional recognition by Estonian Qualifications Authority, the level b) 

has to do additional studies and has longer professional activity period. 
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FINLAND 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Master 

 Number of university years: 4 + 1,5  years 

 Type of entities that offer this level: 2 Universities  

Comments: Number of M.Sc. (CE) graduates per year is app. 140 

 

b) Level: Bachelor 

    Number of university years: 4 years 

    Type of entities that offer this level: College/ polytechnic (17 colleges) 

    Comments: Number of B.Sc. (CE) graduates per year is app. 800 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

- College graduating B.Sc.‟s are more practically oriented, so their knowledge of the theoretical 

basis of engineering/natural sciences is weak. Therefore their capability to understand, apply and 

develop these issues is limited. They work mainly as basic designers and in production supervision 

and management tasks. 

 

- University degree holding M.Sc.‟s are “full-bodied” civil engineers with comprehensive 

understanding of basic sciences such as mathematics, physics, etc. and theoretical background on 

their field of professional specialty. According the Bologna agreement the M.Sc. degree is divided 

in two phases; first 3-4 years of basic studies producing B.Sc. and then 2-3 extra years in 

professional studies in order to achieve the M.Sc. degree.  
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FRANCE 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Bac +3           

Number of university years: Bac +3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

Comments: This level is not really recognized as an “Engineer” level 

 

b) Level: Bac +5                                   

Number of university years: Bac +5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: “Ecoles d‟Ingénieurs” and Universities. 

Comments: This is the basic level recognized for “Engineers” in France. The comprehensive title is 

“Ingénieur de l‟Ecole nationale etc..”. It is submitted to recognition of the « Ecole d‟Ingénieur » by 

the very official « Commission du titre d‟Ingénieur ». 

 

c) Level: Bac + 8. Doctorate      

Number of university years: Bac + 8 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Basically by Universities, even when “Ecole d‟Ingénieurs”    

are  involved in the Doctorate studies and researches. 

Comments: The title of Doctorate added to the title of Engineer is sometimes questionable.  Face to 

several more years of academic works, the benefit of a better position or a better salary is not 

evident 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

The Bac+5 level is, by far, most recognizes for Engineers education. Generally speaking, Bac+3 

level is not recognized to offer Engineer capabilities. 

 

The 3 additional years of studies and researches to get the Bac+8 Doctorate degree are, very often, 

not considered to improve significantly the competence of the Bac+5 level for an Engineer. 

Nevertheless the Doctorate level is appreciated for candidature for a job in research centers or 

laboratories, or for very specific technological activities. 
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HUNGARY 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: BSc                                    

Number of university years: 3,5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: BSc 

Comments: according to Bologna 

 

b) Level:  MSc                                   

Number of university years: BSc+ 1,5= 5 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: BSc finished 

Type of entities that offer this level: MSc 

Comments: according to Bologna 

 

c) Level:  Phd                                   

Number of university years: additional 3 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: MSc 

Type of entities that offer this level: Phd 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

Design and expertise can be started after two years of practice even with a BSc diploma. Only 

exception is the structure engineering. They must have MSc degree. 
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IRELAND 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:    Level 7                                 

Number of university years: 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Institutes of Technology 

 

b) Level:   Level 8                                  

Number of university years: 4 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities and some IOTs 

 

c) Level:   Level 9                           

Number of university years: 3+2 or 4+1 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities and some IOTs 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

A Level 8 academic qualification + a minimum of 4 years (normally 5/6/7) experience is required 

for the Title of CEng.  

 

A Level 7 graduate will require either additional time in college or CPD to reach the academic 

standard for CEng, coupled with the relevant experience. 
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ITALY 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: A (Ingegnere civile-ambientale) 

Number of university years: 5 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: State exam 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

Comments: The State Exam takes place before a Commission of academic professors and 

Professionals. 

 

b) Level: B (Ingegnere civile-ambientale iunior) 

Number of university years: 3 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: State exam 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

Comments: The State Exam takes place before a Commission of academic professors and 

Professionals 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

The professional activities of civil Engineers are planning, design, development, works direction, 

esteem, inspection, management, evaluation of the environmental impact of the built works and 

structures, transport and territorial infrastructures, works to safeguard soil and to de-pollute and 

clean up geotechnical works, civil plants and systems and relevant to environment and territory. 

 

The differences in the activities carried out by the engineers belonging to level A or B concern in 

particular:  

 

- level A engineers (Ingegnere civile-ambientale) are enabled to: apply advanced, innovative or 

experimental methodologies, direct works, evaluate and inspect structures, complex or innovative 

systems and processes;  
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- B level engineers (Ingegnere civile-ambientale iunior) may: pursue activities based on the 

application of science, collaborate to the activities of design, works direction, esteem and inspection 

of buildings including public works, the design, works direction, supervision, accountability and 

payments relevant to simple civil constructions, utilizing standardized methodologies; direct and 

instrumental surveys on present and historical buildings and the geometrical surveys of any nature. 
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LITHUANIA 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:    Professional Bachelor                                 

Number of university years: 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: 8 colleges 

 

b) Level:   Bachelor                                  

Number of university years: 4 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: 5 Universities  

 

c) Level:   Master                           

Number of university years: Professional bachelor + 4 years or Bachelor + 2 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: 3 Universities  

 

d) Level:   Doctor                           

Number of university years: Master + 4 years  

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities  

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

Specialists are certified separately for design, construction and technical supervision. Separately are 

certified specialists for territory planning 
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MALTA 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Engineer                                    

Number of university years: 5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Only the University of Malta has a course leading to an 

academic qualification. 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

Not applicable. 
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MONTENEGRO 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:  BSc                                   

    Number of university years: 3 years 

     Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

 

b) Level: dipl.ing.constr.                                   

    Number of university years: 4 years 

    Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

 

c) Level: MSc 

    Number of university years:  5 years 

     Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

 

c) Level: PhD 

    Number of university years:  8 years 

    Other professional/academic requirements: Universities 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

a) BACHELOR: 

 

Article 84 paragraph 7 of the Law on spatial development and construction of structures (Official 

Gazette of Montenegro 51/08) stipulates that a person with higher educational qualifications 

(bachelor) of adequate technical vocation may be a Lead designer and Responsible designer for the 

family residential building, with the fulfillment of other conditions explicitly listed under the 

Question 3.2. paragraph b. 
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Article 107 paragraph 7 of the Law on spatial development and construction of structures (Official 

Gazette of Montenegro 51/08) stipulates a person with higher educational qualifications (bachelor) 

of adequate technical vocation may be a Lead engineer and Responsible engineer for structures for 

which the building permit is issued by the local administration authority, with the fulfillment of 

other conditions explicitly listed under the Question 3.2. paragraph b. 

 

 

b) DIPL. ING. 

 

Article 84 paragraph 6 of the Law on spatial development and construction of structures (Official 

Gazette of Montenegro 51/08) stipulates only graduated engineer or adequate technical specialist 

for development of specific parts of technical documentation may be a Lead designer and 

Responsible designer, with the fulfillment of other conditions explicitly listed under the Question 

3.2. paragraph b. 

 

Article 107 paragraph 6 of the Law on spatial development and construction of structures (Official 

Gazette of Montenegro 51/08) stipulates that only a graduated engineer or specialist in 

corresponding technical vocation may be a Lead engineer and Responsible engineer, with the 

fulfillment of other conditions explicitly listed under the Question 3.2. paragraph b. 

. 
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PORTUGAL 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Engenheiro Técnico                                    

Number of university years: 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Polytechnic Schools 

 

b) Level: Engineer                                    

Number of university years: 5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities / Ordem dos Engenheiros 

      

c) Level: Senior Engineer                                    

Number of university years: 5 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: At least 5 years of professional activity 

Type of entities that offer this level: Ordem dos Engenheiros based on the CV 

 

d) Level: Specialist                                    

Number of university years: 5 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: At least 10 years of professional activity in a specific 

area of civil engineering 

Type of entities that offer this level: Ordem dos Engenheiros based on the CV 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

There is a national law (Dec. Lei 9/2009) defining the type of constructions that can be designed or 

construction supervised by “Engenheiros Técnicos” or the differente levels of civil engineers. 
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ROMANIA 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:  First cycle                                

Number of university years: 4 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities  

Comments: 4-year program, introduced as a result of the Bologna Process, started to be offered in 

the academic year 2005-2006. The first graduates were in September 2009 and received the diploma 

of Engineer.  

 

b) Level: Second cycle degree (master)                               

Number of university years: 1.5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities  

Comments: Master program started to be offered in the academic year 2009-2010. First graduates 

will be in February 2011 and will receive a diploma of Master.  

 

c) Level: Integrated – 5-year program                                 

Number of university years: 5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities  

Comments: Integrated – 5-year-programmes were offered starting in the late 40‟s of the 20
th

 century 

until the academic year 2005-2006 when they were replaced by the two-tier program (4+1.5). The 

graduates received the diploma of “inginer diplomat”, equivalent to a MSc diploma.  

 

d) Level: Short duration program                                 

Number of university years: 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: University Colleges  

Comments: Short duration program were introduced in the late 60‟s. The graduates received the 

diploma of “sub-engineer”(subinginer). After 1990, the diploma was called “engineer-college”. In 

2005-2006, at the introduction of the new 4-year program, the short duration, 3-year program, 

ceased to be offered.  
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1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

There are professional capacity differences among the above levels. 

 

Between the graduates of the long duration-5-year- and short duration -3-year program offered until 

2005, the difference was obvious as in any other country in which existed this binary system.  

 

The new-4-year program are intended to educate “generalist” civil engineers (75% of the 

curriculum is common and only 25% is for a certain specialization – structures, hydrotechnics, 

transportation etc).  

The new master program are mainly build for providing a specialization as either of “vertical type” 

(buildings, hydraulic works, roads and railroads, etc) or of “horizontal-transversal” type 

(geotechnics, earthquakes resistant structures etc).  
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SERBIA 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Master                                    

Number of university years: 5 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Faculties 

 

b) Level: Bachelor                                    

Number of university years: 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Faculties 

      

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

- With three year study gets the licences for Responsible Executors of Works. 

- With five years gets the licences for Responsible Project Designers and Responsible Executors of 

Works. 

 

. 
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SLOVENIA 

 

1. Levels of Civil Engineers  

The Slovenian Chamber of Engineers keeps a register of certified engineers in accordance with the 

Construction Act. Individuals that are entered into the register of certified engineers are as follows:  

 responsible project designer 

 designers,  

 responsible work managers,  

 responsible auditors, 

 responsible supervisors. 

 

 

a) Level: University qualification          

Number of university years: 5 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: professional exam 

Type of entities that offer this level: they can be responsible project designer and responsible works 

manager and responsible auditor and responsible supervisor 

Comments: at least three years of work experience to become registered at the Slovenian Chamber 

 

b) Level: Four-year tertiary qualification           

Number of university years: 4 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: professional exam 

Type of entities that offer this level: they can be responsible project designer and responsible works 

manager and responsible auditor 

Comments: at least five years of work experience to become registered at the Slovenian Chamber  

 

c) Level: two-year tertiary qualification         

Number of university years: 2 years 

Other professional/academic requirements: professional exam 

Type of entities that offer this level: they can be only responsible works manager 

Comments: at least ten years of work experience to become registered at the Slovenian Chamber 

 

2. Professional Differences Among Levels 

Independently of the Level of qualification, when they receive the authorization (Type of entities) 

from the Chamber, they may perform the works according to given authorization. 



 

60 

SPAIN 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:  Ingeniero Técnico en Obras Públicas  

Number of university years: 3 years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

      

 

b) Level: Ingeniero de Caminos, Canales y Puertos  

Number of university years: 5+ years 

Type of entities that offer this level: Universities 

      

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

Ingeniero Técnico en Obras Públicas is mainly focused on site work, though full responsibility in 

design and site work can only be held by Ingenieros de Caminos, Canales y Puertos 
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TURKEY 

 

1.1 Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level: Undergraduate (Bachelor) Degree                

Number of university years: 8 Semesters (4 years)  

Type of entities that offer this level: University 

Comments: The prerequisite for performing profession and registration to chambers is a degree at 

undergraduate level. 

 

b) Level: Graduate (Master) Degree 

Number of university years: 4 Semesters (2 years) 

Other professional/academic requirements: Undergraduate degree plus special requirements 

Type of entities that offer this level: University 

 

c) Level:-  Post Graduate (PhD) Degree                              

Number of university years: 6 Semesters (3 years) 

Other professional/academic requirements: Undergraduate degree plus special requirements 

Type of entities that offer this level: University 

 

 

1.2 Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

There are no professional capacity differences among the above levels 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

 

1. Levels of Civil Engineers  

 

a) Level:  TMICE (Technician Member of ICE)  Engineering Technician 

Number of university years: equivalent to article 11(c) of the Directive, generally an approved UK 

national diploma or certificate or a qualification assessed by ICE as equivalent. 

Other professional/academic requirements: A period of professional development which enables 

the candidate to obtain the necessary attributes for this level and the successful completion of a 

Technician Professional Review (see ICE3002A Route to Technician Membership). 

Type of entities that offer this level: ICE and Engineering Council 

 

 

b) Level:   MICE (Member of ICE) Incorporated Engineer  

Number of university years: equivalent to article 11(d ) of the Directive, usually 3-4 years, generally 

a UK bachelors degree with honours (first cycle degree)  or a qualification(s) assessed by ICE as 

equivalent. 

Other professional/academic requirements: A period of professional development which enables 

the candidate to obtain the necessary attributes for this level and the successful completion of a 

Member Professional Review (see ICE 3001A Routes to Membership (MICE). 

Type of entities that offer this level: ICE and Engineering Council. 

 

 

c) Level:  MICE (Member of ICE)  Chartered Engineer      

Number of university years: equivalent to article 11(e ) of the Directive, usually 4 years or more, 

generally a UK bachelors degree with honours plus Masters (first and second cycle degrees)  or a 

qualification(s) assessed by ICE as equivalent. 

Other professional/academic requirements: A period of professional development which enables 

the candidate to obtain the necessary attributes for this level and the successful completion of a 

Chartered Professional Review (see ICE 3001A Routes to Membership (MICE). 

Type of entities that offer this level: ICE and Engineering Council. 

Commentary: These levels are not awarded to civil engineers directly on graduation, but they are 

the three main grades of  ICE professional qualification and Engineering Council registration. 

http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/document_details.asp?Docu_id=965&intPage=1&faculty=
http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/document_details.asp?Docu_id=963&faculty=14
http://www.ice.org.uk/joining/document_details.asp?Docu_id=963&faculty=14
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2. Professional Differences Among Levels 

 

TMICE Engineer Technicians apply proven techniques to solve practical engineering problems. 

They carry supervisory or technical responsibility and can exercise creative aptitudes and skills 

within defined fields of technology. 

 

MICE Incorporated Engineers act as exponents of today‟s technology and both apply and 

manage its application in the broad fields of civil engineering. 

 

MICE Chartered Engineers have the ability to lead teams in developing holistic solutions to 

engineering problems. 
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