
Outlined below are some of the EU projects in the areas of INSPIRE (INfrastructure for SPatial InfoRmation in Europe), data harmonisation and 
simplified data access which Intergraph is leading or a participating in as a consortium member. In addition to these research programmes, 
Intergraph is also helping national, regional and local government organisations across Europe deliver spatial data services that are 
connecting government, businesses and citizens.

GIS4EU
Reflecting the standards and requirements of INSPIRE, GIS4EU aims to increase the interoperability and accessibility of 
geospatial data by providing pan-European base datasets (administration units, hydrography, transportation networks and 
elevation themes) that are compatible with respect to scales, language and geographic borders. It includes development 

of common data models as well as harmonisation, aggregation and data exposition rules and guidelines to enable access to consistent and 
homogenous reference data for data providers from different countries and levels (national, regional and local) across Europe without the need 
to construct a central database and service.

The activities provided a critical analysis of three of the four data themes addressed by INSPIRE (Administrative Units, Hydrography and 
Transport Network) and provided a common data model for the Elevation theme. GIS4EU also contributed to the INSPIRE testing process and 
it is a reference project for the design of the INSPIRE Elevation theme data model. The next steps will address the remodelling of data sets and 
their publication through the GIS4EU geo-portal.

HUmbOldT
One of the most important EU-funded projects, Humboldt addresses the issues and goals of two major EC 
initiatives: INSPIRE and Global monitoring for Environment and Security (GmES). Humboldt is contributing 
to the implementation of a European Spatial data Infrastructure that integrates the diversity of spatial data 

for a multitude of European organisations. Its main objective is to enable organisations to document, publish and harmonise their spatial 
information. The software tools and processes created demonstrate the feasibility and advantages of the INSPIRE initiative and of meeting the 
goals of GmES. Humboldt also contributed to the INSPIRE data Specification testing process, providing feedback on the Hydrography theme.

EURAdIN
EURAdIN (EURopean Addresses INfrastructure), aims to promote European address harmonisation (in respect of the definition, registration 

and access to European address data) via a best practice network. The emphasis is on ensuring interoperability by defining 
methods of accessing existing address data and a strategy on how to establish access services for national or regional addresses 
infrastructures. Key deliverables include the proposal for the European Addresses Infrastructure (EAI) and the implementation, 
testing and validation of an EAI pilot. The results will act as a reference for all European member states to fulfil the INSPIRE 
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recommendations with respect to addresses.

The project is finalising the definition/refinement of the metadata 
profile for addresses; guidelines and tools for semi-automatic meta- 
data extraction are in production. The project provided critical 
analysis of the INSPIRE Address theme data specification schema and 
submitted testing reports for eight participating countries. 

NatureSdIplus 
NatureSdIplus is delivered by 
a consortium of 30 partners 
coordinated by Intergraph’s partner, 

GISIG under the 2007 eContentPlus call for proposal. Through state-
of-the-art methodologies and best practice examples, it aims to 
improve harmonisation of national datasets and to make them more 
accessible and exploitable.

The project will consider and contribute to the INSPIRE development 
process, in particular the INSPIRE data specification for Themes related 
to nature conservation. The project also contributed to INSPIRE data 
Specification testing for the Annex I data theme “Protected Sites”.

The NATURE-SdIplus workplan considers that regarding the Protected 
Sites data theme, the project will verify the data model proposed by 
the INSPIRE drafting Team, while for the other data themes included 
in the Annex III of INSPIRE (bio-geographical regions, Habitats and 
biotopes and Species distribution), the project has been invited to 
participate in the definition of the INSPIRE data models, becoming a 
reference project for these themes.

CAFE
CAFE addresses the development and demonstration of IT solutions 
for data exchange and reporting under the new EU Clean Air For 
Europe (CAFE) directive. Using INSPIRE services, the project aims to 
develop a prototype tool for reporting and exchanging air quality data 
in accordance with the CAFE directive.

Pilot projects have to be performed with national legally mandated 
Organisations (lmO) that have responsibility for air quality monitoring. 
Intergraph is the lead for Polish case together with Polish lmOs.

The project, which started in January 2009, is working to define a 
common metadata schema for the Environmental monitoring Facilities 
Theme (Annex III of INSPIRE). In addition, the study will be a reference 
project for the definition of the shared common data model for the 
Environmental monitoring Facilities Theme.

EmERGENCy SUPPORT SySTEm (ESS)
One of the largest EU funded projects within the Seventh Framework 
Programme (FP7), the ESS is a suite of real-time data-centric 
technologies that will provide actionable information to crisis managers 
during abnormal events. This information will enable improved control 
and management, allowing real time synchronisation between forces 
on the ground (police, rescue, medical, firefighters) and out-of-theatre 
command and control (C&C) centres. The approach guiding the ESS 
project is based on the fusion of variable forms of field-derived data 
within a central system capable of  providing information analysis and 
decision support applications at designated C&C locations.

eSdI-NET+
Funded by the European Commission’s (EC) 
eContentplus Programme, eSdI-NET+ is 
a Thematic Network aimed at identifying 

and promoting best practices on SdI through cross border dialogue 
and exchange throughout Europe. It aims to connect people and 
foster discussion and knowledge sharing about technical, political 
and even social-economical challenges and benefits by bringing 
together European providers, users and developers of Spatial data 
Infrastructures (SdI). The network also helps to raise awareness of 
the important role SdIs play in the enrichment and wider reuse of 
geospatial information.

FURTHER INFORmATION
www.gis4eu.eu     www.esdi-humboldt.eu 
www.euradin.eu     www.nature-sdi.eu   
www.esdinetplus.eu    www.intergraph.co.uk/government 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/cafe/general/keydocs.htm

Intergraph is the leading global provider of engineering and geospatial 
software that enables customers to visualise complex data. businesses 
and governments in more than 60 countries rely on Intergraph’s 
industry-specific software to organise vast amounts of data into 
understandable visual representations and actionable intelligence. 
Intergraph’s software and services empower customers to build and 
operate more efficient plants and ships, create intelligent maps and 
protect critical infrastructure and millions of people around the world.

Intergraph operates through two divisions: Process, Power & 
marine (PP&m) and Security, Government & Infrastructure (SG&I). 

Intergraph PP&m provides enterprise engineering software for the 
design, construction, and operation of plants, ships, and offshore 
facilities. Intergraph SG&I provides geospatially powered solutions to 
the defence and intelligence, public safety and security, government, 
transportation, photogrammetry, utilities and communications industries. 

For more information, visit www.intergraph.co.uk
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