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HISTORICAL CITIES: CUBA



Dr. Alicia García Santana published her book "The Cuban
First Villas “ in 2008, the result of a joint study of the first
foundations of spanish cities on the island, which helps to
show the history of each of the first cities over five
centuries, including its particular historical context, its
religious, civil, domestic, vernacular and industrial
architecture and its intangible heritage, cultural resources
that today are valuable products for cultural and economic
development.

She graduated in Literature in 1971 and as a Doctor of Art Science in 1986, she is recognized 
within the Latin American specialists for her works of historical analysis and monumental 
preservation.



The largest of the islands of the Antilles Caribbean, 1,600 small
islands and cays within which stands out that of La Juventud, Pinos
or del Tesoro. In Aboriginal language the word Cuba meant "land
par excellence", allusion to its larger size compared to its sisters.
Long and narrow it resembles a great alligator whose snout turns
towards the sunrise. From the end of San Antonio, in the west, to
Maisí, at the east, the large island of Cuba measures 1,200
kilometers

Cuba



BARACOA 
(1511)

BAYAMO 
(1513)

SANCTI SPIRITUS 
(1514)

TRINIDAD 
(1514)

HABANA 
(1519)

CAMAGUEY 
(1515)

SANTIAGO DE CUBA 
(1515)

REMEDIOS 
(1544)

First Villas
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Nuestra Señora de la Asunción
Baracoa

- Located in the extreme north east of Cuba.
- Authenticity in a barely anthropized nature.
- Population with native physical features.

Primitive villa with 20th century architecture, 
except for its fortifications, churches and few 
houses.

- Initial inaccessible location and difficult 
transportation by sea.

- Existence of the Viaduct La Farola considers 
one of the 7 Wonders of Cuban Civil 
Engineering, a highway like a flown balcony.

- Chocolate and coconut industry.
- Native music and dances (Nengón and 
Kiribú)



Arquitectura Militar

Arquitectura Religiosa

Arquitectura Doméstica

Patrimonio Intangible

Arquitectura Vernácula



Santiago de Cuba
- Located in the south-eastern region of the 

country.
- Located on terraces, irregular relief that ends 

in stock exchange bay.
- Surrounded by the highest mountains in the 

country.
- High temperatures and high seismic activity.
- Historical, architectural and landscape values.
- Link between city and environment that makes 

it a "landscape city".
- Idiosyncrasy sui generis linked to the 

environment.
- Emergence of music with worldwide 

recognition (son, rumba, guaguancó).
- Other traditional Cuban cultural 

manifestations stand out.



Arq. Religiosa

Patrimonio Intangible

Arquitectura Militar

Arq. Doméstica



San Salvador del Bayamo
- Born in 1513, declared a National Monument in 1978.
- Population identified with a land they consider exclusive

and own with lineage attached to a Creole lineage
- City with regular configuration with roads drawn from north to 

south.
- It is characterized by the location of places, 9 in total.
- Semi-regular plot, narrow streets and with many points of road 

discontinuity.
- It has a CHU of marked architectural and historical values.
- Domestic architecture, the colonial style prevails with a structural 

system of wooden porches and low strut ceilings, which in many 
cases maintain their original characteristics.

- Styles such as neoclassical and eclectic stand out.
It mixes the vernacular, the handmade and the popular.

- Being the land where the main figures of the liberating deeds 
were born, the national anthem of Cuba emerges and the Act of 
the Rosary (10/10/1868) is written as a claim of independence 
and freedom, this city is fully recognized as Intangible Heritage .



Arq. Civil

Arq. Doméstica

Arq. Vernácula

Arq. 
Religiosa



Santa María del Puerto del Príncipe o Camagüey 

- Founded in 1514, located in the center of the 
island equidistant from both coasts and is still 
considered an eastern region.

- Cultured population with great roots of 
regionalist traditionalism.

- The city is one of the most coherent urban 
complexes in the country, with exceptional 
environmental status.

- Its CHU was declared a National Monument in 
1978 and then in 2008 a sector of it was declared 
a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

- It is located on a large plain.
- Pose a rich religious heritage.
- The layout is irregular and the city grows towards 

the 4 cardinal points.
- The ceramics industry develops.



Arquitectura Religiosa

Arquitectura Civil



Arquitectura
Doméstica

Arquitectura Industrial

Patrimonio Intangible



Santísima Trinidad

-The city constitutes an time exceptional testimony.
- Founded in 1514, declared National Monument  in 1978 
and in together with the Valle de los Ingenios receives the  
World Heritage category by UNESCO in 1988.
-It has great natural wealth, is located next to a great 
elevation.
-City that keeps the cobblestone streets.
-The exceptional conservation of buildings and the urban 
environment allows Trinidad to be considered the most 
genuine site in the country.
-The layout of the city is irregular, the brick sidewalks and 
other elements of urban furnishing.
-The houses are simple, with a single nave with hanging 
roofs and covered with Creole tiles.
-The fabric in Trinidad becomes the most sensitive 
expression of the national culture: the role of women in 
the home and the sense of the family for the Cuban.



Arquitectura Religiosa

Arquitectura Civil
Arquitectura Doméstica



Patrimonio Intangible



Sancti Spiritus

- Located in the center of the island, declared  
National Monument in 1978.

- Population with simple customs and highly 
religious

- Old buildings with artistic, archaeological and 
social values.

- Residential properties with formal 
characteristics examples of environmental 
adaptation.

- It was tradition to build the new with the old 
and the reuse of available structures.

- City where it reflects the urban and the rural.
- It is considered the most "medieval" of Cuban 

primitive populations.
- Attributes of the peasant culture are recognized: 

customs, objects, costumes, music, dances, 
songs and poems, among others.



Arquitectura Doméstica
Arquitectura 
Religiosa

Arquitectura 
Civil



Patrimonio Intangible

Arquitectura
Vernácula



- Founded in 1544, by Vasco Porcallo de Figueroa in a 
flat and country central area .

- Very religious and conservative population.
- Unpaved streets and sidewalks with stone slabs.
- Simple constructions, most of a single level.
- Many areas of green areas.
- Urban plot in concentric rings and 4 exits.
- Las Parrandas de Remedios are  intangible heritage of 

the Cuban nation today. They have a community, 
participatory, passionate sense on the fiction and 
reality border, of committed loyalties, which is what 
gives them a genuinely popular look.

San Juan de los Remedios



Arquitectura
Religiosa

Arquitectura 
Civil

Arquitectura Doméstica

Patrimonio Intangible



San Cristóbal de 
La Habana

- Founded in 1519, considered a seafaring city, it ends in a 
seawall that borders the stock exchange bay and narrow 
entrance channel.

- Capital of the Island of Cuba located in the west of the 
country.

- It has an extensive built heritage where churches and 
fortifications stand out.

- Compact and monumental plot
In 1982, UNESCO declared Old Havana and its fortification 
system a World Heritage Site.

- City and buildings of regular trace
- The life of the Cuban , heart in hand, finds in its squares 

and streets its field of reference, participation, exchange, 
vital flow and reflection, search for a human warmth 
without which existence is not possible, then becomes 
intangible heritage and also cuban symbol .



Arquitectura Militar

Arquitectura
Civil



Arquitectura religiosa



Arquitectura doméstica
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